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It’s not just the pool that
draws a seasoned hedonist
such as myself. The hotel’s
aesthetic is a designer’s
dream, with a concept
based on books (the lobby is
the “Contents”, rooms are
“Pages” and the back is the
“Index”). I'm staying in
“Bookmark” (actually Page
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with all manner of Taschen-
esque tomes.

Pre-dinner drinks are
taken at the W Retreat (00
66 77 915 999; starwoodho-
tels.com), which makes
quite the impression,
perched on the north shore,
descending down towards
the beach. I opt for circular
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bouring Koh Phangan can
be made out in the dis-
tance. But I have more re-
fined intentions, namely
the new five-course tasting
menu. Highlights include
marinated black cod with
soy bean paste, maitake
mushrooms, sesame puree
and ginger foam; tender-

in Samui the party doesn’t
get started until late. I
begin my crawl at Ark Bar
(00 66 77 961 333; ark-
bar.com), a shabby-chic
beach outfit with low tables
and even lower seating on
the sand. Curled up on a
bed and sinking a couple of
ice-cold Singha beers, I'm

game of “guess the guys”
(of which there are none)
amid a line-up that includes
be-wigged and be-jewelled
Whitney Houston and
Christina Aguilera clones.
Afterwards we knock back
Sang Som rum and coke at
Sweet Soul Café (thegreen-
mangoclub.com), packed

Back - I couldn’t think of a
more appropriate way to
describe Samui’s particular
brand of hedonism.

A Hedonist’s Guide to... (Hg2)
is a luxury city guide series
for the more decadent
traveller. For more
information, see hg2.com
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